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Doar lir. Hargadon:

s o I am glad to hear from you, and a8 I told you
v in my last letter, am going to give you scme informstion regarding
2 i your namee : 7 Py L o o i i o Ml e R 4o SRS

g g © b : " I myself Was bom in Ireland, five miles from a =~
e town by _the name of Sligo, on the VWeet Coast. I wag one of fifteen 35
-+ . children. None of my fathar's brothers or sisters had any children .
" .0 7. to our knowledge. My father had a store, where he made a vary Bood 3

living,; and also several farms. -_

. v
M p T w)

s In this early days (I was boin in 1895) our store

3 ., was the trading center for a stection nine miles Jong and five miles

“°“'wide. Our wagon took the produce from tha countiryside to the ship,

0 i wnere it went to Glasgow and Longon, and in turn vwe fold the farm:ras

% . pl. they needed. It was a life of planty. Thers never was a day

. when nmy father did not either fish or shoot. Ke never worked to my .
xnowledge, dbui he did a very geod job of "bossing", bscause he was b
nicknamed "the boss". :

He was a very proud man, and well read. One Gay .
an 0l¢ tramp came into the store, all ragged, and he called wy Tather
by his firet pame "Hello BarIcyl" in front of a slopful pf people.
My father wes so stupefied with astenishnent at the pan's brazemnese
that all he sould ask was'what do you wan® '~ The tremp told him that

. they bad gone te school together, and that he had just come back
‘ from the Doer Viare Immediately mybfathar changed countenance, wels
cowing him a8 a hero, end giving him the best o eat and drinke.
: TTTITTT T T Ty father was 40 when he got married and mothar
wag 1G6. Thare was a difference in age there that the years could
never brictge, and conseguently there was not the eame kind of purte
nership in existence between my father and mother 28 bebween my
fusband end I. He was very stern, a good business man, and they
used to say "the most honest man in Sligo¥.

¥y mother sent us to the Ursuline Counvent, the
- elussiest girle' school in Sligo, and the boys to Summerhill Collzez,
“which was under the supervisien cf the priests. My fathar was alwiys .--
too busy fighting for the freedom of Ireland to ever pay much attar=
tion to nis family. He was a great orator, or we tloughit ha wais,
which is one gnd the sgme thing. He held a minor office called
.. Gounty Coun#illor, to which he devoted one day cach week., He never
03kod Tor @ vulitical fevor for any cof his cowa, although he could .
‘wall heve plsced them in good jobs, but instead, let them wander oifl
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. one after another, to win fame or starve in anotber country. The
only thing he could not stand was failure of his own in his own

~+ country. :
3 + /?/Iﬂ.;t ()/- +

-

f You mention in your letter about your, father havin

a brother with whom he was not on friendly terms. That too bears

- out my contemtion that there is some relationship somewhere, and
sovo. I just canmmot place it. VIt e Tha e o, g ,};;.nggjkﬁwu;;;;%ﬁ;
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— === Bryan Hargadon was a brother of father's, but he lived
.~ ..+ in Ireland, and both his children, a boy and girl, are dead. He vas
. ~ very gentle in his ways, and so were his children., My fatbar had a

+ i . temper that made up for it. \ :

: There was another brother who went to America when he

‘ 'waB a boy. He was in the San Francisco eartlguake, in which he lost

.>a lot. At any rate, he wandered home, stayed with Bryan a while,
fusped ,with him, and died leaving everything he had to charity.

lf»_ gy There was s8till snother bro ther who went to America.
: This man was very smart. Taught in Maynooth College before going
- _out, but nobedy heard enything of him.

s il A In the days when I was a child there was a saying 1
"Thank God, we never bad to emigrate to Americal®" <In our family this
. "was common, particularly on mother's 'side of the family. Frankly,

‘we did not have to emigrate to America, but it was a very pomantic
country, a8 pictured by the farm girls who always helped mother with &
tha housewo rk, and who later emigrated to America, only to come back .
years later in the greatest splendor imaginable. g S i Sy S

——— : - You-are -far-ranoved -from-Ireland, but.a day will come. .
when you can pass on to your children the story that I am attachimg

hereto, copy of which letter was sent to ms by Michael K. Hzrgadon,

~ who is now working for the Canadian Pacific Railway, and who, in tle
‘1 days when I was young, used to be a newspaper reporter in Ireland and
a smart young fellow.

by ke Michael was a distant relative of ours, how related 1

- ' don't Xnow. There are few by the name of Hargadon now. in Ireland.

'« My brother is married and lives in ourold home there, but that pros=- b
perous ers in that location is now past, and will never be any more. :
Having three shildren of my own I know what a heart breaking thing it

‘must have been for the mothers of Ireland to part from their children
and see them come to this country to earn such a hard livelihood.

My nephews, who live in Chicago, and whose mother is
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. my oldest sister, took the trip to Ireland two summers ago. Upon
~ their return all they could talk about was tha clean fun they had
in Ireland, the horse races, politics, and the easy living they
have. So, if your thoughis, sometimes go back to your origin, al-
¢~ ways remember that you came of darned good stock, a8 the saying
~“', goes. Even the children that are raised here, and go back, are
- proud of the haritage Ireland hasg:wen them. = oy

."-[:r:f‘,:"il" #° 7 "'I don't know how many generations of the Hargadons you § e
e ¥mow, but if you know enough of_ them you will find bobbing up now and i
. then either a genius or a nut. I have one boy that is so Irish that =
" I would love to have you see him. Tha Flemings all have been in :
. this country so long that they don't know there is another country, L
.+ but my husband never faile to mention the fact to our customers tint
‘I am Irish, and I never saw g father get oo much pleasure ogt of a

“.son a8 he gets out of our Irish boy, Hugh Patrick Fleming.

T I hope that you can come up and see us some time, and
‘. bring your mother and sister along. When you get to the city limits

-7 Just bead for Mill lMoumtain, and ask anyone where 204 Arbutus Aven =
" is. They will direct you. I have been living here 15 years, and an

domepletely southernized now.

What are you folks doing in Winston Salem? If I can help \
. you in any way I sure would like to have the chance. I put two of
,. the children on the train last night headed for Chicago, Hugh am

#llen, 11 and 10 years old, and George Jr. and his daddy left this

morning to call on some incubator prospects in Peteraburg, and they

will spend Sunday at the beach. I burn so badly in the sun that I

would muchbrather stay home, and besides both Mr. Fleming a.nd. I can-

not afford to leu.ve the bu:ainesa at the same timse. .
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